Bryums are diverse mosses distributed widely throughout the country. The species diversity of Bryaceae which were documented in various periods has been presented here. This paper includes 82 species including three subspecies and five varieties under seven genera of the total recorded 1150 bryofloral species in Nepal so far. Besides published records, the field survey of the first author within last five years has also been included here.
Introduction
Bryaceae is a large and cosmopolitan family which includes genera of considerable taxonomic difficulties. Basically, this family has interesting genera with odd gametophytic structures including acrocarpous stems and unicostate leaves with acute apex. This is a small to robust plant, commonly known as Hump moss, Silver moss, Thread moss, etc. It bears an erect solitary or branched stem. Leaves are arranged spirally and are usually small and distant below, equally spaced and occasionally form a rosette or structured differently. Gemmae are often present. Plant may be autoecious or dioecious, sometimes synoecious. Sporophytes generally bear pendulous capsules which are spherical and lightly papillose. Andrew (1935) suggested that the family might best be understood as a single large natural genus Bryum.
Mitten (1859) has enumerated 52 species of Bryum including 17 species from Nepal. Noguchi et al. (1966) enumerated 13 species of Bryum which were collected by Dr. Yoda during the East Himalayan Expedition in 1963. The second work of Noguchi (1966) during the first phase of the East Himalaya Expedition in 1960 and 1963 came up with a list of 26 species and four varieties including 14 species from Nepal. Noguchi's next work (1971) added three more species collected during the second phase Expedition of the Eastern Himalaya. Gangulee (1974) recorded 35 species in eastern Nepal.
The notable work of Iwatsuki (1979a) brought out a list of 13 species of bryaceae from Central Nepal which was reported during Kochi Himalaya Expedition of 1976. Similarly, the East Himalayan Expedition of Chiba University in 1977 added 18 more species (Iwatsuki 1979b) to the overall list. Hedderson and Harold (1990) has added a new moss species Plagiobryum duthiei Broth. ex. Hedderson & Harold recorded from western and central Nepal.
Other notable works on Nepalese Bryaceae were done by Karczmarz (1981) who reported five species in Kathmandu.Valley. Higuchi and Takaki (1990) enumerated 41 species in the central and eastern regions. Kattel and Adhikari (1992) presented a list of 62 species and two varities in their publication. The recent work of Pradhan (2000a) brought out a list of 78 species and four varities under six genera collected at different localities of the country. Pradhan (2000b) in her study recorded 15 species of Bryum from Phulchowki of Central midland. Likewise, Pradhan and Shrestha (2002) recorded 26 species from the alpine zone. Long (1995) made an interesting study on the type localities of some bryaceae occurring at different ecological zones of the country.
Materials and Methods
Various habitat preferences can be found among the members of this family. Specimens were collected by peeling off the substrate; generally a small knife was used very carefully for this purpose. All the collected materials were placed in hand made paper packets with proper field notes. These specimens were dried in mild sun for an hour or so to evaporate moisture content of the specimens. These specimens later were identified at the Natural History Museum, Swayanbhu and Central Department of Botany, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu. Some specimens were also tallied in Museum for these specimens besides consulting relevant literatures like Watson and Richards (1968) , Gangulee (1974) , Nyholm (1974 ), Chopra (1975 , Eddy (1996) , and Allen (2002) . The author's names were checked consulting Brummitt and Powell (1992) . The website of MOBOT was used to check the accepted names.
Results
The report includes 82 species including three subspecies and five varieties belonging to seven genera of Bryaceae which are provided below in tabulated form. This also includes some species recorded by the foreign expedition team to the central and east Himalayas, besides authors' own field research across the country. The distribution of every species has been provided region wise with altitudinal ranges and status category. They are arranged alphabetically. 
Table1. Species diversity of Bryaceae in listed form

Discussion
A total of 82 species including three subspecies and five varieties belonging to seven genera of Bryaceae have been reported in this study mainly from the lowland to the alpine zones of Nepal. The species number of each genus is presented below in bar diagram ( Fig.1) and percentage in pie chart (Fig. 2) (Glime and Keen, 1984) . Similarly, Bryum algovicum Sendtn. ex C. Muell. (Drooping Thread Moss) growing in sandy area has an amazing ability to check erosion (Crum, 1973) . The experiment conducted in Japan testified that Bryum argenteum can be used as a bioindicator of the atmospheric pollution (Taoda 1972) . Glime and Saxena (1991) have mentioned that certain species of Bryum can alleviate pain caused mainly by cut and burn. 
